
Language Arts 7 A - Syllabus

Module Lesson Title Objectives

Find Your 
Strength

The Strength in Stories

• Identify and describe the parts of a narrative, such as plot, conflict, and setting.
• Identify and describe examples of heroic characters in different forms  

of literature.
• Explain and demonstrate the role of plot and conflict in building a narrative.

How to Predict the 
Future

• Identify and apply strategies for preparing to read a novel.
• Make predictions about the plot of a novel, based on illustrations and the first 

few pages.  
• Analyze the setting of a novel.

Character Matters

• Identify examples of character traits in a novel.
• Explain the role of characters and character traits in advancing the plot of a 

novel.
• Explain what happens when a reader makes an inference (what goes into an 

inference, and what comes out).
• Make inferences about at character’s traits or emotions based on textual evi-

dence.

When Texts Connect

• Identify the main ideas in an informational text.
• Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development 

over the course of the text.
• Explain the differences and similarities between fiction and non-fiction (infor-

mational text).
• Analyze how two authors writing about the same topic emphasize different 

evidence or advance different interpretations of facts.
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Strength

Who They Are
 and How

• Describe and identify examples of characterization techniques used by fiction 
writers.

• Compare and contrast the portrayal of characters in fiction and poetry.
• Analyze the development of a character in a novel.

Constant Conflict
• Define and identify examples of different kinds of conflict.
• Explain the role of conflict in shaping and sustaining a novel’s plot.
• Analyze how plot complications contribute to the overall impact of a novel.

Character, Meet Plot

• Explain the relationship between plot and character development.
• Distinguish between novels and short stories, regarding the role of conflict and 

character development.
• Identify examples of character development related to a novel’s conflicts.

Getting Personal

• Write a narrative that develops a real or imagined experience.
• Engage and orient readers by establishing a point of view and introducing a 

narrator and/or characters.
• Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.
• Use sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and 

events.

Look Again

• Use dialogue and precise description to develop experiences and characters.
• Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and 

signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another.
• Revise a draft based on teacher feedback and create final draft.



Module Lesson Title Objectives

Find Your 
Strength

Review Find Your 
Strength

• Review the skills of the lesson in preparation for the module Exam.
• Define words and phrases that were important in this module.
• Respond to a peer’s narrative, providing feedback using the terms covered in 

this module.

Know Your 
History

Conflict Resolution

• Review concepts of resolution, character development, and theme. 
• Explain how plot, character development, and theme are related. 
• Explain how narrative works to create empathy in a reader and how stories can 

help different groups of people understand each other better.

The Big Idea

• Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and 
comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back 
on topic as needed.

• Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, 
modify their own view.

• Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, includ-
ing figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a 
specific word choice on meaning and tone.

How History Is Made

• Compare and contrast a fictionalized portrayal of a character and a historical 
account of the same person as a means of understanding how authors of fic-
tion use or alter history.

• Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the 
author distinguishes his or her position from that of others.

• Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

• Analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.
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History

Stranger Than Fiction

• Distinguish between primary and secondary sources. 
• Summarize historical narratives.
• Compare and contrast two historical texts describing similar events or periods 

of time.
• Synthesize ideas in two or more texts related to the same topic.

Truth or Consequences

• Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over 
the course of the text.

• Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text.
• Distinguish between the perspective of the subject in a historical account and 

the perspective of the author.
• Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,  

including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact 
of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.

• Evaluate the likely effect of written histories on readers of the past and present.

Frontier Fiction

• Make inferences about an author’s perspective, based on details in a text.
• Identify textual evidence to support analytical statements (about an author’s 

perspective).
• Analyze the role of word choice in creating tone and suggesting perspective, 

especially the impact of connotations.

An American Indian 
Story

• Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over 
the course of the text.

• Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text.
• Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
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Many Lives Later

• Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a 
historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how  
authors of fiction use or alter history.

• Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their 
presentations of key information by emphasizing different evidence or  
advancing different interpretations of facts.

• Synthesize ideas in two or more texts related to the same topic.

Write Your History • Write a historical narrative based on personal experience with a historical event 
or an event described a primary source.

Review Know Your 
History

• Review the skills of the lesson in preparation for the module Exam. 
• Define words and phrases that were important in this module. 

Take a
Stand

The History of School
• Summarize informational text (starting with a list of main ideas).
• Identify and analyze the structure of an informational article. 
• Analyze the relationships among events and ideas in an informational article.

The Socratic Circle

• Explain the meanings of words and phrases in a text. (Explicate a quote.)
• Cite evidence of what a text says explicitly, compared to inferences drawn from 

the text.
• Identify features of a collaborative discussion.
• Prepare for a collaborative discussion.
• Participate in a collaborative discussion, building on others’ ideas and  

expressing your own ideas clearly.
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Take a
Stand

Examine This

• Use context clues to determine word meanings.
• Determine the central ideas in a text.
• Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text and develop ideas.
• Analyze the interactions between and ideas in a text.
• Examine both sides of an issue using the Socratic method.

Schooling America

• Identify the main ideas in passage of informational text.
• Describe the structure of a passage of informational text.
• Explain how the structure of an informational text is used to develop its central 

ideas.
• Analyze the explicit and implicit meaning of informational text (what is stated 

and what is implied.)

When Knowledge Is 
Power

• Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what a text states explicitly.
• Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what a text implies rather than 

states explicitly.
• Determine the denotative and connotative meanings of words or phrase as 

they are used in a text.
• Analyze the development or two or more (competing or conflicting) ideas over 

the course of a text.

A Different Angle
• Identify elements of an author’s perspective or point of view.
• Describe the perspective suggested by details in fictional and nonfiction texts.
• Compare and contrast point of view in two passages about a related topic.
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Take a
Stand

School Days

• Ask questions that lead others to elaborate on their ideas.
• Respond to others’ comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring 

the discussion back on topic as needed.
• Analyze the main ideas and supporting details delivered in an interview, and 

explain how the ideas clarify a topic or issue under study.
• Use formal language and conventions of English language to prepare interview 

questions for a respected adult (teacher, parent, etc.) about their opinion on the 
role of education in society.

Stake a Claim

• Draw evidence from literary and informational texts to support analysis and 
reflection.

• Craft an answer to an open-ended question by drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions.

• Synthesize several related ideas to create a detailed, provable thesis statement.

Say What You Mean

• Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and identify the function 
of specific phrases and clauses in specific sentences.

• Explain how simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences 
can signal differing relationships among ideas.

• Revise a thesis statement to make it stronger and more precise, selecting the 
best sentence structure (compound, complex, or compound-complex) for con-
veying the nature of the relationship between or among ideas in the statement.

Review Take A Stand • Review the skills of the lesson in preparation for the module Exam.
• Define words and phrases that were important in this module.
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Play Your Part

The Play’s The Thing

• Identify characteristics of an ancient Greek drama.
• Identify characteristics of a modern or contemporary play. 
• Explain how performance drama has changed throughout history--both in its 

form and its role or purpose in the community.
• Compare and contrast modern plays to plays written and performed in ancient 

Greece and during Shakespeare’s time.

Dramatic Form

• Describe the graphical elements of modern drama--including the list of  
characters, scene and character descriptions, and stage directions.

• Identify and describe the elements of plot included in a typical play.
• Describe the similarities and differences between a longer 3-5 act play and a 

typical one-act play.

Deconstructing Drama
• Analyze the plot of a one-act play.
• Explain how a particular one-act play illustrates the features of the form.
• Identify elements of postmodernism in a contemporary one-act play.

Play Masters

• Describe the contributions of specific playwrights to the literary traditions of 
modern and post-modernism drama.

• Identify plays that influenced the direction of American drama throughout the 
twentieth century and the current century so far.

• Explain the impact of Broadway as a phenomenon.
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Comedy Classics

• Describe the history of the television comedy sketch.
• Analyze how the elements of a classic comedy sketch interact to create an 

effect.
• Analyze a classic TV comedy sketch, comparing its structure to the structure of 

one-act plays.
• Trace elements of a contemporary comedy sketch to the features of the classic/

early television comedy sketches.

Create Drama

• Distinguish between literal and figurative meanings.
• Generate examples of words with multiple meanings.
• Demonstrate how the meaning of a word can vary based on the context in 

which it is used.
• Generate ideas for a one act play--its exposition, conflict, and resolution.

Build a Draft 
(Peer Review 
Discussion)

• Review how the dialogue in a play moves the plot forward while building the 
tension that will be resolved at the end.

• Draft a one act-play based on your understanding of standard plot structure.
• Apply an understanding of how structure contributes to meaning by revising a 

one-act play.

Choose Wisely

• Describe the effects of connotations on audience members and on the overall 
effect of a play.

• Explain how nuances of words affect the meaning of a text.
• Revise to improve the precision of language, based on the connotations and 

nuances of words.
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Play Your Part

Get Into the Act

• Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text
• Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the  

major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas.
• Apply ideas gained from informational text.

Review Play Your Part

• Apply ideas gained from informational text.
• Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the  

major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas.
• Draft a one-act play.

Make Up 
Your Mind

The Language of 
Change

• Describe the role that language (in literature and in other forms of expression) 
has played in prompting change.

• Describe and demonstrate the role of listening and analysis in critical thinking.
• Explain the relationship between the analysis of ideas and the formation of 

opinions.

Get Smart
• Identify elements of an author’s perspective.
• Compare the perspectives of two authors writing about the same topic.
• Describe your own perspective or point of view related to an issue.

Changing Minds

• Review the basics of argument and persuasion, including thesis, reasons, argu-
ments, appeals, and evidence. 

• Identify the purpose of an argument (exploring how the goals of persuasion 
relate to changes of mind or heart).

• Identify the audience for an argument, and describe how the writer makes sure 
the argument connects with the audience.

• Analyze an argument, identifying its parts: thesis, reasons, argument (logic), 
appeals, and evident.
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Make Up 
Your Mind

Valid Voices

• Identify the criteria for evaluating an argument’s validity (relevant and sufficient 
evidence, and sound reasoning). 

• Identify examples of strong arguments based on their logical validity and  
supporting evidence.

• Evaluate the evidence in a written argument.

Bad Idea
• Define and identify examples of fallacious reasoning.
• Analyze and evaluate texts that present illogical arguments.
• Critique an argument, identifying its strengths and weaknesses.

An Emotional Appeal

• Define and identify examples of emotional appeals.
• Explain the effect of various types of emotional appeals on readers, describing 

which are convincing and which are manipulative.
• Analyze an argument’s use of emotional appeals

Creating Credibility

• Identify ways in which authors build credibility in their writing (authority/ 
perspective on subject, formality of tone, use of conventions of English).

• Distinguish between the proper and improper use of language, relative to  
conventions of standard written English.

• Explain the role of tone and style in establishing credibility.

Pros and Cons

• Summarize information found in the form of statistics, articles, opinion pieces, 
news segments, anecdotes, and studies.

• Analyze ideas found in numerous sources, and synthesize those ideas to form 
an analytical (thesis) statement.

• Organize an argument in support of a claim, applying knowledge of an  
argument’s validity.
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Your Mind

Write What’s Right

• Draft a persuasive essay based on a clear thesis and solid evidence.
• Revise a draft of a persuasive essay to incorporate emotional appeals  

effectively, avoiding pitfalls inherent in emotional appeals.
• Revise a draft to improve or enhance its credibility.

Review Make Up Your 
Mind (Peer Review)

• Review the parts of an effective argument, including key concepts and  
principles. 

• Evaluate a peer’s persuasive essay, identifying strengths and weaknesses using 
the terms covered in this module.

• Review vocabulary words and word attack skills introduced in the module.

Spread the
News

What’s News?

• Describe, in broad terms, the purpose and history of news reporting.
• Describe the point of view used to convey news in several types of news  

articles. 
• Analyze the structures of several types of news stories, including how the major 

sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas.
• Compare and contrast standard news articles to examples of long-form  

journalism.

Need to Know

• Generate ideas for a news article about an event or issue that has impacted 
you, your school, or your local community.

• Identify relevant and reliable sources of information, when gathering  
information for a news article.

• Gather the details needed to write a short news article, based on the inverted 
pyramid structure commonly used by journalists. 

• Draft a short news article, organizing details according to the inverted pyramid 
structure.
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Spread the
News

The News in Context

• Conduct original research to provide background and context for a news story, 
including who is affected by the event or issue, and why it matters.

• Develop the ideas in a basic news story, adding context (additional relevant 
facts/details and background information, such as causes and effects).

Reporting from the 
Field

• Identify interview subjects who might provide relevant but different  
perspectives on the topic of a news story.

• Pose interview questions that elicit elaboration on a topic.
• Identify different ways of conducting an interview, and describe the different 

strategies required to use each form.
• Summarize interview notes, and select the most valuable direct quotes for a 

news article.

No Longer Just News

• Write explanatory text that includes analysis of a topic and related content--not 
just basic facts.

• Revise the draft of a news story, integrating background information, direct 
quotes and paraphrased ideas from an interview.

• Synthesize ideas about at news topic to form an analysis of the facts and 
perspectives gathered during the research and reporting process.

On the Record

• Create a podcast version of a news story, adding, deleting and modifying  
content to suit the form.

• Deliver news and information about at topic using a clear, professional  
speaking voice, eye contact, and a formal tone to convey information and  
provide narration to a news segment.
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Spread the
News

Organized to Inform

• Identify the structure that most broadcast new services use to deliver the news 
of the day. 

• Analyze several model news segments, explaining how they follow or depart 
from the traditional structure.

• Compare and contrast the structure and impact of broadcast news segments 
and text-based news stories.

Press Credentials

• Identify and explain the essential standards of journalism. 
• Cite evidence that a news article meets the standards of journalism or that it 

departs from these standards, in its explicit details and its implied meanings. 
• Determine the point of view and purpose of a news article and relate that  

perspective to the standards of journalism.

Talking Heads

• Identify the structure that most cable news programs enlist for discussing and 
debating the news of the day.

• Compare and contrast the structure of network and cable news presentation.
• Analyze a cable news show segment, explaining how it follows or departs from 

the structure of traditional broadcast (network) news.

Review Spread the 
News • Write, revise, edit, and adapt a news story

Semester Exam


